5.20 Doctor Who 


starring Colin Baker 
Vengeance on Varos 
A two-part story 
by PHILIP MARTIN 
1: On Varos the Doctor 
learns that video games 
aren’t always fun. 
Jondar ........... JASON CONNERY 
E T SHEILA REID 
STEPHEN YARDLEY 
.... NICOLA BRYANT 
PINES MARTIN JARVIS 
ARIE OE NABIL SHABAN 
FORBES COLLINS 
....GRAHAM CULL - 
Er KEITH SKINNER 
Areta.. GERALDINE ALEXANDER 
i NICOLAS CHAGRIN 


Konisi OWEN TEALE 
Script editor ERIC SAWARD 
Designer TONY SNOADEN 
Producer JOHN NATHAN-TURNER 
Director RON JONES 


x CEEFAX SUBTITLES 


5.20 pm 
Doctor Who 


starring Colin Baker 

in Vengeance on Varos 

A two-part story 

by PHILIP MARTIN 

2: Now that the Doctor is a 
‘star’ of a video game, will 
he survive to show Sil the 
error of his ways? 
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Sil. Bad news for the Doctor? 
BBC1, 5.20 pm Doctor Who 


The good ‘Doctor’ 


turns violent 


I would like to know just what Doctor 
Who producer John Nathan-Turner 
hopes to achieve for the programme 
(Saturdays BBC1) by piling on the vio- 
lence and gore and completely ignoring 
what I for one believe to be the reason 
for its ongoing success: the quality of the 
scripts. 

In the past the show has been witty, 
imaginative and inventive and, above 
all, the Doctor has always been a pacif- 
ist. In the first story of the new series (5 
and 12 January), however, he is seen 
ruthlessly gunning down Cybermen left, 
right and centre. I was appalled at the 
sight of the Cybermen crushing a man’s 
fists until they oozed blood... 

Matthew Davies 


(aged 13) 
Kirkby Lonsdale, Cumbria 


Sadistic 
I object to the Doctor Who story 
Vengeance on Varos (19 and 26 Janu- 
ary) because I object to having to ex- 
plain to my puzzled six- and eight-year- 
old sons that they are watching a story 
about brutal sadists who transmit 
scenes of real torture and murder on 
television then peddle video cassettes of 
the most titillating ‘episodes’ to a 
sensation-hungry public. No doubt we 
will be assured by the BBC’s usual 
virtuous apologists that there is a moral 
to the story and, besides, don’t millions 
of adults watch the programme too? But 
the fact remains that Doctor Who has 
since its inception been aimed at the 
younger age-group, as its early-evenin, 
scheduling makes abundantly clear, an 
no amount of flannel will persuade me 
ane The kids deserve better than 
this... 

Harry D. Watson 
Linlithgow, West Lothian 


Inhumanity 
Please convey my horror and deep dis- 
tress at the pening scenes of the 19 
January episode. I refer to the spectacle 
made of a man being tortured. Thirty- 
nine or so years ago we were being made 
aware of the terrible inhumanity and 
lack of compassion shown by the enemy 
to prisoners of war and concentration- 
camp victims. To see such cruelty now 
made part of an ‘entertainment’ I find 
most repugnant and irresponsible. I was 
appalled at the callousness of the script. 
M. A. Murrell 
Beckenham, Kent 


Stylish Doctor 

Congratulations on the return of Doctor 
Who and the new regeneration of the 
Time Lord. The role of the Doctor could 
almost have been tailor-made for actor 
Colin Baker, who plays the part with 
impudent finesse and style. 


D. Hammer 
London SW6 


Best for ages 

What a delight to see Doctor Who return 
to the more familiar Saturday evening 
slot. Not only that, but the two episodes 
of Attack of the Cybermen were the best 
stories for a long time and re-created the 
suspense and nail-biting scenes which 
alas had been lacking for some time — 
particularly the ones down the London 
sewer. I hope this is the start of good 
things to come. 


Peter Heath 
Northwood, Middlesex ` 


